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How are CRISPR-related priority 
disputes enacted on Wikipedia? 



Three bits of sociology

“Ready-made science” vs. “science-in-the-making” (Latour 1987)

Wikipedia = a setting for observing the construction of facts

“Retrospective accounts” (Deuten & Rip 2000)

Interpretations of the past to orient present action towards the future

The neglected sibling of “prospective accounts”

Studying “controversies” online (Venturini 2012)

Cartography: Recursive adjustment of exploration and representation

Distant reading + close reading



Three groups of actors...



1) Our own team

Wikipedia Science Analytics
https://osf.io/ygur7 

Arno Simons | DZHW | Political Science & STS
Wolfgang Kircheis | Leipzig U | Computer Science

Marion Schmidt | DZHW | Science Studies & Bibliometrics
Benno Stein | BHU Weimar | Information Science

Martin Potthast | U Leipzig | Digital Humanities
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3) Our Wikipedians

“Ppgardne”

“84.120.0.24”

“PovilasTheGreat”

“CatPath”

“Jytdog”



3) Our Wikipedians



Distant and close readings
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Inspecting the editing landscape from far

Only the “history” section

All sections taken together

Migration to new CRISPR entry
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Plotting heroes from far

Z-axis (size)



Plotting heroes from far

The four scientists on our earlier slide 
take different positions
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Plotting heroes from far

Quite controversial 
but less prominent



Reading from close

Three controversies

Discovery of repeating DNA segments (CRISPR)

Discovery that CRISPR is an immune defense system

Development of CRISPR “genetic scissors”

Wikipedia editors negotiate their (different) accounts of “CRISPR Heroes”

In and out of names and claims

Wikipedia’s rules and policies used for (de-)legitimation of edits

WP:MEDRS (Reliable sources)

WP:PROMO (Self promotion)



Conclusions

Wikipedia not just a provider but also a producer of knowledge

CRISPR entry/ revision = a “retrospective account” in its own right

Wikipedia works as a filter for relevance

Claims, Names, Sources

Knowledge claims emerge from “socio-textual networking”

Words, Reputation, Policies

Adaptive tool development worked well for us

Flexibility to iterate between distant and close reading

Reflexivity: We also produced a retrospective account (of how Wikipedians account for CRISPR) 



Thank you for listening!
Wikipedia Science Analytics
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