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Are humans able to eectively obfuscate 
private information needs?
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● 200 sensitive information needs in six categories
○ Selection and rendering of relevant page from ClueWeb
○ Corpus:  ClueWeb  as in previous work [Arampatzis, Inf. Retr. J.’15]
○ Search: ChatNoir
○ Goal: 

Sensitive QueryCategory Relevant Web Page

local datingPersonal
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● Logging to save obfuscated queries
● Preprocessing collected data on obfuscated queries

○ Position of target document,
○ Time to formulate query,
○ Used keywords,
○ ...



Evaluation  
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● Thesis:
○ Players: 72
○ Age: 19-64
○ Queries: 1.534 

● Current status:
○ Players: 89
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● Creative 
-> neither keyword from provided 
list nor the web page

● Only Suggestions 
-> all terms from keyword list

● Some Suggestions 
-> at least one term from keyword 
list and one other

● No Suggestions 
-> not one word from keyword list

● New Word 
-> at least one word not from the 
web page
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*Number of documents one would also retrieve with the original query

*
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People are not able to eectively obfuscate 
sensitive information needs on their own.



Thank you
for your aention



hps://demo.webis.de/city-of-disguise/
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