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Touché: Argument Retrieval
Shared Tasks

Task 1: Supporting argumentative conversations

0 Scenario: Users search for arguments on controversial topics

o Task: Retrieve “strong” pro/con arguments on the topic
o Data: 400,000 “arguments” (short text passages) [args.me]

Task 2: Answering comparative questions with arguments

o Scenario: Users face personal decisions from everyday life

o Task: Retrieve arguments for “Is X better than Y for Z?”
o Data: ClueWeb12 or ChatNoir [chatnoir.eu]

0 Run submissions similar to “classical” TREC tracks

o Software submissions via TIRA fiira.io]

. TOUCHE

2020


https://args.me
https://chatnoir.eu
https://tira.io
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Statistics #2020
o Registrations: 28 teams
o Nicknames: Real or fictional fencers / swordsmen (e.g., Zorro)
o Submissions: 17 participating teams
o Approaches: 41 valid runs were evaluated

o Baselines: DirichletLM and BM25F-based ChatNoir [chatnoir.eu]

o Evaluation: 7,045 manual relevance judgments (nDCG@5)
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https://www.chatnoir.eu/
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Workshop Program “ 2020

September, 23 (all times are CEST)

Touché: Argument Retrieval Workshop will be held online

15:00-15:10 Touché 2020 Welcome

Organizer
15:10-16:30 Session 1: Conversational Argument Retrieval
15:10-15:40 Keynote: Argument Retrieval in Project Debater

Yufang Hou (IBM Research Europe, Dublin)

15:40-15:50 Overview of Task 1 on Conversational Argument Retrieval
Organizer
15:50-16:00 Exploring Argument Retrieval with Transformers (paper presentation)
Christopher Akiki
16:00-16:10 Ranking Arguments by Combining Claim Similarity and Argument Quality Dimensions (paper presentation)

Lorik Dumani and Ralf Schenkel

16:10-16:30 Lightning talks
Touché Task 1 participants

16:30-17:00 Break

[touche.webis.de] or [https://events.webis.de/touche-20/program.html]
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Workshop Program 2020
16:30-17:00 Break
17:00-18:30 Session 2: Comparative Argument Retrieval
17:00-17:25 Keynote: Debate Technology for Empowering the Public: Insights and Avenues
Annette Hautli-Janisz (University of Konstanz)
17:25-17:35 Overview of Task 2 on Comparative Argument Retrieval
Organizer
17:35-17:45 Retrieving Comparative Arguments using Deep Pre-trained Language Models and NLU (paper presentation)
Viktoriia Chekalina and Alexander Panchenko
17:45-17:55 University of Amsterdam at CLEF 2020 (paper presentation)
Mahsa S. Shahshahani and jaap Kamps
17:55-18:05 Lightning talks
Touché Task 2 participants
18:05-18:30 Panel discussion and closing remarks

[touche.webis.de] or [https://events.webis.de/touche-20/program.html]
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Spoiler: Touché will be run again at CLEF 2021
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