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Argument Retrieval



Touché: Argument Retrieval
Shared Tasks

Task 1: Supporting argumentative conversations

q Scenario:g Users search for arguments on controversial topics

q Task:g Retrieve “strong” pro/con arguments on the topic

q Data:g 400,000 “arguments” (short text passages) [args.me]

Task 2: Answering comparative questions with arguments

q Scenario:g Users face personal decisions from everyday life

q Task:g Retrieve arguments for “Is X better than Y for Z?”

q Data:g ClueWeb12 or ChatNoir [chatnoir.eu]

q Run submissions similar to “classical” TREC tracks

q Software submissions via TIRA [tira.io]
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https://args.me
https://chatnoir.eu
https://tira.io


Touché: Argument Retrieval
Statistics

q Registrations:g 28 teams

q Nicknames:g Real or fictional fencers / swordsmen (e.g., Zorro)

q Submissions:g 17 participating teams

q Approaches:g 41 valid runs were evaluated

q Baselines:g DirichletLM and BM25F-based ChatNoir [chatnoir.eu]

q Evaluation:g 7,045 manual relevance judgments (nDCG@5)
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https://www.chatnoir.eu/


Touché: Argument Retrieval
Workshop Program

[touche.webis.de] or [https://events.webis.de/touche-20/program.html]

6 © touche.webis.de 2020



Touché: Argument Retrieval
Workshop Program

[touche.webis.de] or [https://events.webis.de/touche-20/program.html]

7 © touche.webis.de 2020



Touché: Argument Retrieval
Workshop Program

[touche.webis.de] or [https://events.webis.de/touche-20/program.html]

Spoiler: Touché will be run again at CLEF 2021
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